BURBAGE FALLEN OF WORLD WAR I

SARGEANT GEORGE HENRY SMITH

Service Number: 4855491

Enlisted: Leicestershire Regiment and later assigned
to the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Berkshire Regiment

Born Tuesday 1st December 1908

Died Sunday 18" March 1945, Aged 36

Memorials: Rangoon Memorial, East Yangon Region,
Myanmar. Face 15

Burbage War Memorial

George Henry Smith was born on 1st December 1908 and
baptised at St Paul-in-the-Bail's Church, Lincoln on 20t December
1908. By the aged of 2, George was living with his parents Charles
and Annie Jane Smith along with his 7 siblings at 13 Union Road,
Lincoln.

13 Union Road, Lincoln

Following his education George worked as a labourer until
enlisting with the Leicestershire Regiment on 29 August 1929.
George was a private and served in India for 6 years between
1930 - 1937. He was transferred to the Army Reserves on 28
July 1937.

George came to live at 7 Flamville Road, Burbage on marriage
to Kathleen Meeks in July 1940. Kathleen was the daughter of
Archibald and Mabel Ellen Meeks of Burbage.

George & Kathleen Smith

As areservist he would have been one of the first to be mobilized
following the declaration of war on 1 September 1939 and was
posted to India in December 1943. He was promoted to Corporal
in 1941 and later to Sergeant in 1944, also in 1944 he was
transferred to the 21 Battalion of the Royal Berkshire Regiment.
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Following George's death his wife Kathleen gave birth to a
daughter who resides in Burbage.

George was not originally remembered on any UK War Memorial
and his name was therefore added to the fallen of World War Il
on Burbage War Memorial in 2024.

FRESUMED DEAD -
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George Smith (during the time he held the rank of Corporal)

George was initially reported missing and later confirmed as
“killed in action” on 18 March 1945, aged 36, whilst serving in
Burma (now Myanmar) and is remembered on the Rangoon
Memorial.

Effects Form 100 B—2

NOTIFICATION OF DEATH.

CERTIFIED that having regard to such information as is available

e

B ‘who was officially reported missing, it has been presumed by the War

concerning.

Office that he Soiied n action ©P
in Gt
Dated this..._ /9% day of.,, et < 1L,

Signed...... E.... ... PooRosoar

The War Office.

(0263/1008) Wt 44827/4409 2M 1243 L.B.&Co.Ltd. 38/5 J.7823

Notification of Death
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Casualty Record

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

The Queen and I offer you our

heartfelt sympathy in your great Tl’llS SCI'OH commemorates
sorrow.
Serjeant G. H. Smith
We pray that your country’s Royal Berkshire Regiment
gratitude for a life so nobly given held in honour as one who
in its service may bring you some served Kil’lg and Country in
measure of consolation. the world war of 1939-194%
and gave his life to save
TP'I- mankind from tyranny. May

his sacrifice help to bring
the peace and freedom for

which he died.



